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A N D R E A S  G K O U T Z I O U K O S T A S

The judges of the Macedonia theme (9th–12th c.)*

Abstract: Justice in the theme of Macedonia (9th–12th c.) was administered by a krites or praitor��Ý�����]=��������+�=]��}�������-
nancial matters, were from the 10th�+���=���������;�����`�]�Ý����������]`���������~�������+������]�õ=]�+����=����+�`;�����}�`����
than one theme, such as Thrace and Macedonia or Macedonia and Adrianople. Forty-one judges of the Macedonia theme have 
been traced in the sources, mainly in the sigillographie material, plus the proedros and dikaiophylax of Thrace and Macedonia 
Christophoros Leichoudes (1060–1090), who, in our opinion, was also krites or praitor.

One of the structures of the Byzantine state that needs further research are the provincial courts of 
justice1, since alongside the legal and narrative texts a supplementary source of – sometimes unique 
– information is found in lead seals, the number of which continues to grow thanks to important new 
�]�������+�`;����}�Ý����`�]�����+������+���}����}��;��+���+�������2.

Such is the case of the judges of the Macedonia theme, to whom, in addition to the letters of 
Michael Psellos addressed to µ¢¥§	¦ Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦ and to the testimonies of the Å¢¬Â§Ã¢ H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î 
Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦ in the Ecloga Basilicorum, there are many references on the sigillary material that enrich 
the prosopographical catalogue of these dignitaries. This paper presents some observations concer-
ning their jurisdiction and establishes a chronological catalogue of judges of the theme of Macedonia3.

Created between 789 and 802, the theme of Macedonia included part of the Thrace theme and 
extended south of the Haemus mountains to the Aegean sea and eastwards from the river Strymon in 

 * This paper, which was presented at the XVth Meeting of Greek Legal Historians, Komotini, 19–20 October 2012, is based on 
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visit to Vienna (12–16 November 2012), as well as for the discussions we had and for their remarks concerning the dating and 
the parallels of certain seals.

 1 Aikaterini CHRISTOPHILOPOULOU, ²?�¬£§¥£[ �>§V¢Â¬��~���������
��á���������������������2���á��������á��~����������
������������
Thessaloniki 2001, 263; EADEM, �V ÅVLÂ§¡?¸¬ µ¬¥ V¥ ´¡>¸VÂ §¶¦ ²?�¬£§¥£[¦ ¬?§Vµ¢¬§V¢Â¬¦�����������¾¢º§V¦–°¥VÂµ¶>¶–
V¥µV£V ̧ Â¬–µV¥£Ã£Â¬��#������ ������ ��������� 257–258; Eleutheria PAPAGIANNI, �Y¥V¢¡Â§¥µ¡¦ ¸¬¢§?¢Â¡¦ Y¥¬ §¶ °¥µ¬>§¥µ[ 
¡ V?>Â¬ >§V ´Æ¸¬ H¡>>¬LV£Âµ¶¦ µ¬§º §V£ ���¬¥�£¬����<���]ã+������+��������������������!����=���=�����#���������������–
��á�����������

 2� à��� �����~�]��+�����������+��+�����}����� õ=]�+�������+�������'����������;�������A. GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, Seals of Byzantine 
���+�����+����+��]�Ý���������]`���������������õ=���+���JÖB 62 (2012) 9–18.

 3 For the judges of the themes see for example Hélène GLYKATZI-AHRWEILER, Recherches sur l’administration de l’empire by-
	�������=*�����������_+�����BCH����
������������
��EADEM, Études sur le structures administratives et sociales de Byzance. 
���]�����á���$�������á�á���N. OIKONOMIDÈS���̂ �~��=�����]���^��}�����������]`���������~��]���^�`;����
�	�������=�������_+���
(1025–1118). TM���
��á�������������������������
��IDEM, Byzantium from the Ninth Century to the Fourth Crusade. Stu- 
dies, Texts, Monuments. Aldershot 1992, X); Martha GREGORIOU-IOANNIDOU, À¬¢¬µ¸[ µ¬¥ Å§�>¶ §V? ́ ¡¸¬§¥µV¼ ́ ¡>¸V¼. �?¸³VL[ 
>§¶£ ¡ ÆL¥ ¶ §¶¦ °¥V¥µ¶§¥µ[¦ µ¬¥ §¶¦ >§¢¬§¥Ã§¥µ[¦ V¢Yº£Ã>¶¦ §V? ²?�¬£§ÂV? ¬ÅÁ §V£ 10V�¬¥�� µ.¡. Thessaloniki 2007 (re-
printed from the edition of 1985),73–79; Vassiliki VLYSIDOU, Quelques remarques sur l’apparition des juges (première moitié 
du Xe siècle), in: E Byzantine Mikra Asia (6th–12th c.) (Ethniko Idryma Ereunon. Institouto Byzantinon Ereunon. Diethne 
Symposia 6). Athens 1998, 59–66; Aik. CHRISTOPHILOPOULOU, �¨ ³?�¬£§¥£¨ °¥µ¬>§[¢¥¬ µ¬§¨ §V.¦ ¬ËÏ£¡¦ ��–���. Diptycha 
��
���á�����–177, here 172–�á�� HELEN SARADI, The Byzantine Tribunals: Problems in the Application of Justice and State 
Policy (9th–12th c.). REB����
�����������������;�+�������á���á���A. GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, � ¬ÅV£V¸[ °¥µ¬¥V>¼£¶¦ >§V ²?�º£§¥V 
(9V¦–12V¦�¬¥�����¬ µV>¸¥µº °¥µ¬¥V°V§¥µº Á¢Y¬£¬ µ¬¥ §¬ °¥µ¬>§[¢¥¬ §¶¦ Å¢Ã§¡¼V?>¬¦ (Byzantina Keimena kai Meletai 37). 
���������������������á������IDEM, Judges of the velum and judges of the hippodrome in Thessalonike (11th c.). Symm 20 (2010) 
�á����
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present-day Greek Thrace to the western part of Turkish Thrace, with Adrianople as its capital�. But 
from the beginning of the 9th century or even earlier new arrangements took place. The lands between 
the rivers Nestos and Strymon, where the µL¡¥>VÄ¢¬ �§¢?¸Á£V¦ had been part of the Macedonia 
theme, formed the separate theme of Strymon (789–809)5; later, the western part of the Strymon theme 
became the theme of Boleron6. The territory of the Macedonia theme to the north was affected by the 
Byzantine-Bulgarian wars and the conquests of the Bulgars in the 9th and 10th�+���=������=��������������
~�+��������������	����������+�����]������=
õ=}�������������������=�}������������
����������Ý�������
��
the short-lived or more stable administrative changes that took place in the region7. Some of these 
changes also affected the administration of justice: for example from the late 10th century Philippou-
polis and its region, initially part of the theme of Macedonia, appears as the seat of a strategos and 
from the 11th century as a separate theme with its own krites8������]]�������from the second quarter of 
the 11th century at least Adrianople, the capital of the Macedonia theme, is also mentioned as a sepa-

 � For the theme of Macedonia see P. LEMERLE, Philippes et la Macédoine Orientale à l’époque chrétienne et byzantine. Paris 
������������������KOLEDAROV, Obrazuvane na tema Makedonija v Trakija. Izvestija na instituta po Istorija�
���������
��á���
��������
�����������������������
�������`;��]����� Â°¢?>¶ §V? ´Æ¸¬§V¦ “Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬u�>§¶ H¢ºµ¶, in: Balkanike bibliogra-
;���������]��`����������'���������=���=�"��`�=�����������������á������–278); J. NESBITT – N. OIKONOMIDES, Catalogue of 
��	�����������������=`
�������������]��������à�}}��=��=`����#�����<��������!�����������������!���������������+����������-
hington, D.C. 1991, 110–111; P. SOUSTAL, Thrakien (Thrake, Rhodope und Haimimontos) (TIB 6). $�������������������#��`����
STAVRIDOU-ZAFRAKA, Slav invasions and the theme organization in the Balkan peninsula. Byzantiaka 12 (1992) 165–179; CHR. 
KYRIAZOPOULOS, � H¢ºµ¶ µ¬§º §V?¦ 10V–12V�¬¥�£¡¦. �?¸³VL[ >§¶ ¸¡LÆ§¶ §¶¦ ÅVL¥§¥µ[¦, °¥V¥µ¶§¥µ[¦ µ¬¥ ¡µµL¶>¥¬>§¥µ[¦ 
§¶¦ ¡ ÆL¥ ¶¦. Thessaloniki 2000, 88, n. 198, 186–195; I. G. LEONTIADES, À¬¢¬§¶¢[>¡¥¦ >§¥¦ °¥V¥µ¶§¥µÆ¦ °V¸Æ¦ §¶¦ H¢ºµ¶¦ 
(7V¦–10V¦�¬¥����in: Praktika protou Panhelleniou Synedriou. Anatolike Romylia. Historia kai Politismos, Komotini, �–6 April 
2008. Thessaloniki 2009, 123–139, here 129–130. 

 5 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES, Catalogue� �� �����Alkmene STAVRIDOU-ZAFRAKA, �¬ ´Æ¸¬§¬ §V? Ø¬µ¡°V£¥µV¼ ª�¢V?. �V ´Æ¸¬ 
�§¢?¸Á£V¦, in: Byzantine Makedonia����������
Makedonike Bibliotheke 82). Thessaloniki 1995, 307–319; KYRIAZOPOULOS, 
H¢ºµ¶ 217–221; LEONTIADES, H¢ºµ¶ 131. 

 6 S. KYRIAKIDES, �¿ ²VL¡¢Á£. Òpeteris Philosophikes Scholes Panepistemiou Thessalonikes 
������ �������� 
�� IDEM, 
²?�¬£§¥£¬Î Ø¡LÆ§¬¥����$����������������������$���KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶ 200–217.

 7 For example during the early 9th century – and perhaps even earlier – the theme of Mesopotamia was established in the 
region of the (modern) Asara fortress delimited by the Marica river (W³¢V¦), near the city of Konstanteia, which was soon 
included in the Macedonia theme������������������	�`������
���–976) created the theme of Mesopotamia (of the West) in the 
above region. See W. SEIBT�������;���`���]����������u�����������`����=�]����������=�]������]��+��]�������+��	=��=+�����Acta 
Musei Varnaensis�á���
���������������IDEM���V�´Æ¸¬�Ø¡>VÅV§¬¸Â¬¦�>§¬�²¬Lµº£¥¬�§V£�Å¢�¥¸V��V�¬¥�£¬����<��������`����
��=]�������"���=�����#��`�������~��]�=�&���������]�������������������`������������������������]�����#�����=�	��=������. 
Thessaloniki 2011, 563–570. For the military and political dignitaries and the military units that appear from the 7th until 
the 10th century, mainly on seals, in the region where the themes of Thrace and Macedonia were located, see LEONTIADES, 
H¢ºµ¶ 129–139. See also KOLEDAROV, Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬ 270ff.; KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶ 163ff.; Bojana�������	���, The Byzantine 
Province in Change (On the Threshold between the 10th and the 11th Century). Belgrade–Athens 2008, 128ff. The sources do 
�����=;;����=��+����������`���������;��`������exact designation of its boundaries to the north or to the east with the theme of 
Thrace; this would require a special study that is beyond the scope of this paper. Cf. KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶ 85–88, with the 
previous bibliography.

 8 KOLEDAROV, Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬ 275–276; KYRIAKIDES, ²VL¡¢Á£�������á� SOUSTAL, ������������������KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶�����
���������strategos of Philippoupolis����̀ �������]����������������`���������������������������������=����
����î������^��}�~�������
�

��~������������������������î'^��basilikos protospatharios and strategos of Philippoupolis (10th���th c.). See G. SCHLUMBER GER, 
��}����}��;����]���^�`;����
�	������������������
��;�����]��=�������������������JORDANOV, Corpus of Byzantine Seals from 
�=�}��������<���	�������������Ý����à�`����!�`�������������� no. 572, who publishes one more piece found in Preslav. A seal 
of a krites of Philippoupolis (11th c.) was published by V. LAURENT, Documents de sigillographie byzantine. La collection C. 
Orghidan. Paris 1952, no. ��������������`��������������theme of Philippoupolis in the literary sources is in the Typikon of 
����=�������
������
�]��P. GAUTIER. REB����ù����ú���������������������� 1198 the provincia of Philippoupolis, Veroe, Mora 
and Achrido is mentioned. See G. L. Fr. TAFEL – G. M. THOMAS, Urkunden zur älteren Handels- und Staatsgeschichte der 
Republik Venedig, mit besonderer Beziehung auf Byzanz und die Levante von neunten bis zum Ausgang des fünfzehnten 
�����=�]��������������
�����������$�����������
��;�����]�#`����]�`�����������
��C. E. ZACHARIAE A LINGENTHAL, Jus Grae-
co-Romanum ��������;	�}����á��������'���D. ZAKYTHENOS, Ø¡LÆ§¬¥ Å¡¢Î §®¦ °¥V¥µ¶§¥µ®¦ °¥¬¥¢Æ>¡Ã¦ µ¬Î §®¦ ÇÅ¬¢ª¥¬µ®¦ 
°¥V¥µ[>¡Ã¦ Ç£ §" ³?�¬£§¥£" µ¢º§¡¥. EEBS����
������������������������
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rate administrative and judicial unit under a praitor9 and during the late 12th century constituted, to-
gether with Didymoteichon, a province10 cited after that of Macedonia and Thrace and next to those 
of Anchialos11 and Cheronnissos (Chersonnesos)12 in a Æ}¾¦·Ó�¾µµ�' ���#��*��������#�}�����
�����13.

Justice in the theme of Macedonia was administrated by a judge, whose duties, according to si-
gillary evidence, were from the 10th century often performed�Ý����������]`���������~�������+������] 
judicial unit comprising more than one theme, such as Thrace and Macedonia or Macedonia and 
Adrianople�����������=�������`�������]�������������������Å¢Ã§V£V§º¢¥V¦ (middle of the 10th c.)��, of 
an Ð£¬Y¢¬­¡.¦ (middle of the 10th c.)15, and of a µ¢¥§Ì¦ H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦ (second half of the 
10th c.)16. No safe conclusions can be drawn, however, for the exact period during which the themes 
 
 

 9 A praitor of Adrianople �;;��������������������`�����������+��]��=���������������th century, according to a seal of �¥µ¤§¬¦, 
Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´º¢¥V¦ ÇÅÎ §VÄ µV¥§Ï£V¦, µ¢¥§Ì¦ ÇÅÎ §VÄ 1ÅÅV°¢«¸V? µ¬Î Å¢¬±§Ã¢ ^�°¢¥¬£V?Å«L¡Ã¦. See NESBITT – OIKONO-
MIDES��'�����}=�������������7 (11th c.) and �lexandra-Kyriaki WASSILIOU – W. SEIBT, Die byzantinischen Bleisiegel in Ös-
terreich, 2. Teil: Zentral– und Provinzialverwaltung (Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften. Veröffentlichun-
gen der Kommission für Byzantinistik �������$�������������������� 
����������, with the previous publications. Another 
seal of ¹£°¢Á£¥µV¦, Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´º¢¥V¦ ÇÅÎ §VÄ Ò¢?>V§¢¥µLÂ£V?, Ð>¶µ¢®§¥¦ µ¬Î µ¢¥§Ì¦ ¹°¢¥¬£V?ÅÁL¡Ã¦ was published 
by NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES�� '�����}=�� ��� ���� ������ Ý��� ]���� ��� ��� ���� ��th� +���=���� ���� ����� ;��
�
��� 
����}�� ��� ���� �����
half of that century, taking into account the lowly title of protospatharios epi tou Chrysotriklinou. See also NESBITT 
– OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=�� ��� ����������Ý���;=
����� ���� ���������¥µ[§¬¦, ¸ºY¥>§¢V¦, ³Æ>§¶¦, µ¢¥§Ì¦ §VÄ ³[LV?, Å¢¬Â§Ã¢ 
Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦ µ¬Î ¹°¢¥¬£V?ÅÁL¡Ã¦ and date it to the late 10th������� ��th� +��� +��+�=]��}� 
;�� ��������� ����� ���� strategia of 
Macedonia (sic) and the doukaton of Adrianoupolis (sic) already existed side by side from that period; according to  
WASSILIOU – SEIBT, Bleisiegel �� 213, however, the seal, on which no strategia or doukaton is mentioned, should be dated 
�������;��
�
����������;����]������������à���#]�����;������������SOUSTAL, Thrakien 161ff. For its administrative position and 
������}����}��;��+��~�]��+������������������KOLTSIDA–MAKRI, � ¸¡>V³?�¬£§¥£[ �°¢¥¬£V¼ÅVL¶ ¸Æ>¬ ¬ÅÁ §¶ >­¢¬Y¥>§¥µ[ 
¸¬¢§?¢Â¬�
��]]�����	�������#]�����;������`�������}����}��;��+�%~�]��+������<�à�=��������������������`;���=`��������+����
Studies, Byzantine Thrace. Evidence and Remains, Komotini, 18–22 April 2007, Proceedings, ed. Ch. Bakirtzis – N. Zekos – 
X. Moniaros (= BF XXX). Amsterdam 2011, 653–669, who observes that at the end of the 10th century and the beginning of 
the 11th��������������~����;;��}����+�`;����+��������}��]��]������������+�������=+�����doukes, ek prosopou and two praitores, 
who were active in the same time in the theme of Macedonia; this, however, does not take into consideration the new dating 
of the above seal proposed by WASSILIOU – SEIBT.

 10 KYRIAKIDES, ²VL¡¢Á£����������ZAKYTHENOS, Ø¡LÆ§¬¥ 57–58; KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶��á�����������
 11 KYRIAKIDES, ²VL¡¢Á£����������ZAKYTHENOS, Ø¡LÆ§¬¥������������������������������=�]�
��`�������]������#�+�������Ý���� 

seat of a strategos from the late 10th century. See NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=���������á�����Ý���������������¹£¬>§º>¥V¦, 
³¬>¥L¥µ¿¦ Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´º¢¥V¦ ÇÅÎ §VÄ Ò¢?>V§¢¥µLÂ£V? µ¬Î >§¢¬§¶Y¿¦ ¹Yª¥ºLV? (10th���th) is published. Cf. SOUSTAL, Thrakien 
50–51, 175–177; KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶���������������

 12 KYRIAKIDES, ²VL¡¢Á£����������ZAKYTHENOS, Ø¡LÆ§¬¥ 55–56; KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶��������� For Chersonnesos see also 
A. KÜLZER��������������
%=�ª;¬��
TIB 12). Vienna 2008, 311–313.

 13 TAFEL – THOMAS, Urkunden �������=������+����`��=` ��������
 �� G. ZACOS����	����������]������������'�`;���]���]��]���]�
��J. W. NESBITT (Tetradia Archaiologias kai Technes 3). Berne 

������ ���� ���<� �§Æ­¬£V¦, ³¬>¥L¥µ¿¦ Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´º¢¥V¦ µ¬Î Å¢Ã§V£V§º¢¥V¦ H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦. Cf. KYRIAZOPOULOS, 
H¢ºµ¶ 195, Ý�����}=���������������������`�=���+�������������theme during that period is all but impossible and that Stepha-
nos perhaps acted as protonotarios in Thrace and then as protonotarios in Macedonia. But there are two more testimonies, 
`�������]�
���Ý�������+����`�������`=������=�����;����
���������������+������������Ý��themes�]=���}������;����]������]]�-
tion, Thrace and Macedonia are mentioned as a single unit even earlier, according to seals of kommerkiarioi. See NESBITT – 
OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=�������������á���]������� See also G. ZACOS – A. VEGLERY,���	����������]�����������������������á�� no. 282.

 15 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES, Catalogue� ��� ���� ����<� ¯¡�¢Y¥V¦, ³¬>¥L¥µ¿¦ >Å¬´¬¢Vµ¬£°¥°C§V¦ µ¬Î Ð£¬Y¢¬­¡.¦ H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î 
Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦.

 16 Ø¥ª¬[L, ³¬>¥L¥µ¿¦ Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´º¢¥V¦ µ¬Î µ¢¥§Ì¦ H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦. See "���+������������
����á���;��`
������á���'���
SBS ��
��������á��������`��î��`���� �̂���=�+��������î��+���� �̂���`����;��
�
����See also repetition of Münz-Zentrum Köln, 
Sale 93, 8–9 January 1998, no. 582, where a seal of Ø¥ª¬[L, ³¬>¥L¥µ¿¦ Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´º¢¥V¦ µ¬Î µ¢¥§Ì¦ H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦ 
is presented (circa��������������������#=��������=��!�+�����á��
�������+��
�������������������'���SBS 8 (2003) 236 and 
SBS 10 (2010) 185, where the adjective ³¬>¥L¥µ¿¦ before the title Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´º¢¥V¦ is added. But, as Leontiades discovered, 
the seal of the two auctions (Hirsch Sale and Münz-Zentrum Köln, Sale) ���������`�����Ý�=�]���������������`��+�����}=������
this observation. 
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of Thrace and Macedonia formed a single administrative unit17��������`�����`��=��+�����}=�������this 
=���+������Ý����������
������]�����;�������;;�����]����õ=]}��`�����`�������~��
�������;����
�������
such an arrangement18������=���+���������Thrace and Macedonia was, it may be noted, more usual 
from the second half of the 11th century on, while that of Macedonia and Adrianople is attested on 
two seals of judges dated circa�����–106019.

���� ��+�� ����� ��� ���+���� Ý��� `�]�� ���;����
��� ���� �� õ=]�+���� ��]� ����+���� =���� +�`;�����}� �Ý��
themes, Thrace and Macedonia, or Macedonia and Adrianople, presupposes, as in other cases, not only 
the proximity of the two regions but also a common boundary between them20; otherwise, the imprac-
��+���=���+����������Ý�������+�����`���=����}�������������}����]`���������~��=�������]���+=�������*;�����

���+�������������=}��������+�����������=����������������]`���������~�����õ=]�+����=��������`����]����]��
cuments or narrative sources, probably because an affair concerned only one of its regions or themes, 
as H. Ahrweiler has pointed out for Thrace and Macedonia21; but on seals of kritai of Thrace and 
Macedonia ��������;������������=��������`�������]�����������Ý��]���������������judges of Thrace and 
Macedonia used different boulloteria for judicial decisions concerning the separate regions of the 
single administrative unit.

The judge of Macedonia or of Thrace and Macedonia is normally mentioned as µ¢¥§Ì¦ during the 
10th and 11th centuries, but also as Å¢¬Â§Ã¢ around the middle of the 11th century, when the theme of 
Macedonia was attached to that of Adrianople22; in the 12th century the judge of Thrace and Mace-
donia is usually called Å¢¬Â§Ã¢. The assumption that the term praitor rather than that of krites was 
used for a person whose career was not that of a jurist should be revised in the light of the case of 
the judges of Thessaloniki23 as well as the sigillary evidence for the judges of Macedonia. ���+���� 
with legal and judicial experience, who had previously served as µ¢¥§¬Î�§VÄ ³[LV?���]�µ¢¥§¬Î�ÇÅÎ�§VÄ 
 
 17 Cf. GLYKATZI-AHRWEILER, Administration 83, n. 5, 90, who remarks that Thrace and Macedonia constituted a single ad-

ministrative unit, one theme�� ���`�������]� �����+�����
�=����������+�����$�����=���� 
���+����á��� 
�]�����!� SATHAS, 
M¡>¬¥Ã£¥µÌ ²¥³L¥V´[µ¶ ! >?LLVYÌ Ð£¡µ°Á§Ã£ ̧ £¶¸¡ÂÃ£ §®¦ :LL¶£¥µ®¦ 1>§V¢Â¬¦�ùBibliotheca Graeca Medii Aeviú,��. Venice 
��á��ù��;�����]�#��������á�ú�������� V 136, 3): µ¬Î §¨ µ¬§¨ §¿ ´Æ¸¬ H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦. Cf. F. DÖLGER – P. WIRTH, 
��}������]���������=��=�]���]�������ý`��+�������+����~���������������������
������������&Ý��������Ý��������=�]�~��
��-
������#=��}���Ø=��+���������������������������GREGORIOU-IOANNIDOU��À¬¢¬µ¸[�����á���]���������KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶ 
196, who correctly points out that Michael Attaleiates’ Diataxis (1077) (ed. P. GAUTIER. REB ��� ù����ú����� 1380–1381) 
mentions the ´Æ¸¬ H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦, reproducing ad verbum the chrysoboullon������+�����$�����=����`�������]�
above, although later in his Diataxis he cites: Ç£ §V�¦ °¶LÃ´(¡�>¥) ´Æ¸(¬>¥£) (103, 1390–1391) and Ç£ §V�¦ ¡Ë¢¶¸Æ£V¥¦ ´Æ¸¬>¥ 

������������]���á������������;��������`������������;��~��������=���+��������������Ý��themes in a single administrative unit, 
�����
�~�������`����]����������+����������`;��������������Ý�����=����]�theme of Thrace and Macedonia�����������á��
=������
in 1077, since the existence of and reference to each theme���;��������Ý��������
������]�
��������=���+�����������KYRIAKIDES, 
²VL¡¢Á£���������–362; KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶ 203ff., for the theme of Boleron, Strymon and Thessaloniki. See also Ecloga 
Basilicorum B.6.1.37 (ed. L. BURGMANN� ùForschungen zur byzantinischen Rechtsgeschichte���ú��à�����=�����������������
������<�½bV£�B¦�ÇÅÎ�´Æ¸¬§V¦<�Í�Å¢¬Â§Ã¢�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦�°¥µ¬¥V°V>Â¬£�Ùª¡¥�µ¬§¨�¸Á£Ã£�§Ï£�µ¬§V¥µV¼£§Ã£�Ç£�§V�¦�
§V¥V¼§V¥¦�´Æ¸¬>¥�µ¬Î�°¼£¬§¬¥�§V¼§V?¦�µ¢Â£¡¥£��Ç£�Ô>É�Ç>§Î£�Ç£�§¬�¦�¬×§¬�¦�ÇÅ¬¢ªÂ¬¥¦��µ¬Â��¡Ë�V×µ�¡×Å¡¥´VÄ>¥�°¥µ¬>´®£¬¥�Å¬¢ �̂
¬×§"��°¼£¬§¬¥�§V¼§V?¦�µVLº�¡¥£�µ¬Î�Å¢V>§¥¸C£��°¥ºYÃ£�°¶LV£Á§¥�Ç£�§¬�¦�¬×§¬�¦�ÇÅ¬¢ªÂ¬¥¦��See also next note. 

 18 CHRISTOPHILOPOULOU, ÀVLÂ§¡?¸¬����–�����
 19 See below our list of the judges in the Macedonia theme 
����������]������Cf. Catherine ASDRACHA, La Thrace orientale et 

�������!����<����}��;�����++���������=�����;����;�}��;����
$������������_+��������<����}��;������������=��]=�`��]��`�]�-
terranéen (Byzantina Sorbonensia 7). Paris 1988, 221–309, here 223, according to whom the establishment of the themes of 
Adrianople and Anchialos (see NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES, Catalogue ��������������=���]��������=���+�������������������;��������
the theme of Thrace with that of Macedonia��
=��������`������Ý���`�������]��
�~�������������=���+������Ý�����������;��`�-
nent nor stable.

 20 By contrast, see E. CHATZIANTONIOU, �?¸³VL[ >§V£ ¡£§VÅ¥>¸Á §¶¦ >L¬³¥µ[¦ ¡Yµ¬§º>§¬>¶¦ §Ã£ »¢V?YV?³¥§�£, in: Philotimia 
(as in n. 7) 105–133, here 120–121, for the case of Drougoubiteia and Strymon. Regarding Drougoubiteia, which in our view 
bordered the Strymon theme ������������+���=�������`�;��;����}����;�+������=]��

 21 See GLYKATZI-AHRWEILER, Administration 83, n. 5. See also below the testimonies of Michael Psellos.
 22 ��������������]��������=��+�����}=��
 23 See GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, Judges 78–79.
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1ÅÅV°¢Á¸V?��������+�=�����������+�;�����Ý�����������;;�����]����µ¢¥§¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦, and similarly in 
other themes. Fourteen from the forty-two judges of Macedonia or of Thrace and Macedonia or of 
Macedonia and Adrianople had previously served in the courts of Constantinople.

As in other themes, the duties of the krites of Macedonia or of Thrace and Macedonia or of Mace-
donia and Adrianople�Ý��������+�����]���������]`���������������õ=���+�,�
=�������+��+����]�����+����
matters. This is clear from the letters Psellos wrote to the kritai of Thrace and Macedonia��, for the 
�����`�����������;��~�]��+����`������õ=]�+������]�����+����õ=���]�+������������krites in his theme�����
a letter addressed to Chasanes, a judge of Macedonia, Psellos mentions the amount of gold gathered 

����������+������`�����+����+����������*���
�>C §¨ ª¢?>C�Í Y¨¢ Å¡¢¥>>¿¦ V&§Ã¦ ª¢?>«¦, ­Á¢V¦, 
µ¬Î §ÆLV¦, µ¬Î L¡¥§V?¢YÂ¬, µ¬Î Ñ­L¶¸¬�����]���+�``��]�� �����������+���� ��*�+����+���� ���`�����
Black Sea coast who wishes to work in his homeland25. Chasanes is mentioned as krites of Macedo-
nia, but this does not mean that the krites of Macedonia had jurisdiction on the west Black Sea coast 
and therefore that the theme of Macedonia extended that far26; it is far more likely that Chasanes had 
����+����+��������]�����;�Ý�������=������������ �̂���=������]����;�������*�+����+����
���;;�����]��������
��`��]�����+����������}��������������+������+������������������;�+���]�
=��Ý���;��
�
����������������
coast of Asia Minor. Nor should Chasanes be considered as krites of Thrace and Macedonia27, since 
none of the titles of Psellos’s letters to him refer to him as such.

���������������������������������������`�=��judge of Thrace and Macedonia to put an end to the 
abuse of power committed by the tourmarches of Aplokonnesos28, who has appropriated the judicial 
authority of basilikos of Madytos appointed by Psellos. The basilikaton������;�����
���
����+��
�-
stowed on the basilikos of Madytos, was an imperial grant of tax revenues29, as may also be inferred 
from the claim for the oikomodion, a regular tax paid in kind30, according to a chrysoboullon of Con-
stantine Monomachos (1053)31.

 �� According to KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶ 196, all the letters of Psellos to kritai of Macedonia edited by K. N. SATHAS, M¡>¬¥Ã£¥µÌ 
²¥³L¥V´[µ¶ ! >?LLVYÌ Ð£¡µ°Á§Ã£ ¸£¶¸¡ÂÃ£ §®¦ :LL¶£¥µ®¦ 1>§V¢Â¬¦ (Bibliotheca Graeca Medii Aevi), V. Paris 1876 (reprin-
��]�#��������á�������������Ý�����]]�����]����������`��;�������
=�������+������
��+����`�]����`����������`������+�������]�
in the relevants letters. Besides, KyriazopouloS did not take into consideration the letters of Psellos, edited by E. KURTZ – F. 
DREXL, ��+���������������+��;���`������`�}��`�;����`��]�=+����]���������������������#�judge of Macedonia is probably the 
intended recipient of a letter of Psellos entitled À¢Á¦ §¥£¬ µ¢¥§Ì£ §?Yªº£V£§¬ Ø¬µ¡°Á£¥V£ (KURTZ – DREXL, no. á�ù;�����ú�, 
but it makes no concrete mention of his duties.

 25 SATHAS, no. �á���;����������
À¢¿¦ §¿£ ³¡>§º¢ª¶£ µ¬Î µ¢¥§Ì£ Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦ §¿£ Ò¬>º£¶£). Cf. J.-Cl. CHEYNET, L’apport arabe 
���^������+������
�	�������]������������_+�����BSl����
�����}���$��$�~�������
��������á�����
��IDEM, La société byzantine. 
�̂ �;;����]����+��=*�������ùBilans de Recherche��ú�������������������á�������������������á����Psellos wrote two more letters 
to Chasanes. See ibidem, no. 38, p. 272 (�" ³¡>§º¢ªÊ µ¬Î µ¢¥§È Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦ §" Ò¬>º£Ê) without mention of the duties of 
the krites, and no. 30, p. 272 (�" ¬×§"), in which Psellos asked the krites to give his notarios Michael leave to visit his wife, 
who was sick and far from the place where he performed his duties. 

 26 ���������
���Ý�������
 27 Cf. KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶ 196, who dates the letter between 1071–1078 and believes that Chasanes was krites of Macedonia 

and Thrace, since during that period the themes were united.
 28 Cf. SARADI, Tribunals 171. For the judicial authority of tourmarches see Le traité sur la guérilla (De velitatione) de l’empereur 

Nicéphore Phocas (963–969), ed. G. DAGRON and H. ��������. Paris 1986, 111, 51–53: Ú+ª¡ °	 µ¬Î Í §V?¢¸º¢ª¶¦ §®¦ Ë°Â¬¦ 
¬×§VÄ §V¼¢¸¬¦ Å¬¢¨ §VÄ £Á¸V? µ¬Î §®¦ ³¬>¥L¥µ®¦ Å¢V>§º ¡Ã¦ ÇÅ’ Ç V?>Â¬¦ §¨¦ µ¢Â>¡¥¦ µ¬§¨ §V.¦ ÇÅ¥µ¢¬§[>¬£§¬¦ §¼ÅV?¦ 
µ¬Î §¨ §V¼§Ã£ Å¢V£Á¸¥¬. Cf. GLYKATZI-AHRWEILER, Administration 73, n. 6; T. KOLIAS, Zur Gerichtsbarkeit im byzantinischen 
Heer, in: Byzantina Mediterranea. Festschrift für Johannes Koder zum 65. Geburtstag, ed. Kl. Belke – E. Kislinger – A. 
Külzer – Maria A. Stassinopoulou. Vienna–Cologne–Weimar 2007, 319–325, here 323. For Aplokonnesos see KÜLZER, Ost-
���������������]�����

 29 See P. LEMERLE�� ���}�u� ��� ������]^����� �=*�������� ��_+�����REB 25 (1967) 77–100, here 90–91 and n. 25. See also Mar-
tha GREGORIOU-IOANNIDOU – Polymnia KATSONI, ³¬>¥L¥µº§V£���������<����KARAYANNOPOULOS, �¡ ¥µÁ ²?�¬£§¥£[¦ ½¢VLVYÂ¬¦. 
½¥µV£V¸¥µVÂ ­¢V¥��~������������������������������

 30 ����#+����]����������=���������
������
�]��N. OIKONOMIDÈS�ùArchives de l’Athos��$ú��������������������
 31 SATHAS,� ���� ����� ;�� ��á����� �� KURTZ – DREXL,� ���� ���� ;�� �á� 
�" µ¢¥§È H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦�<� �§¿ ³¬>¥L¥µº§V£ 

Ø¬°¼§V? Ð£¬­¬¥¢Æ§Ã¦ 
¸�£ Í ¸¬µ¬¢Â§¶¦ ³¬>¥L¡.¦ µÄ¢ ¾Ã£>§¬£§�£V¦ Í ØV£V¸ºªV¦ ÐÅ¡ª¬¢Â>¬§V, °V.¦ Ç£ ³¬>¥L¥µ"



118 Andreas Gkoutzioukostas

�����������������������judge of Macedonia Psellos again refers to the basilikos, probably of Mady-
tos, and asks for the impartial support of the krites of the theme in the levying of the oikomodion pay-
able to the basilikos 
�ÇÅÎ §Ì£ Ë°Â¬£ ÅºL¥£ Ç ®L´¡£ Ð¢ª¤£, ¸CLLV£ °	 ÇÅÎ §Ì£ >Ì£ ¬>´¥¦ Ð£§ÂL¶(¥£ 
µ¬§¬ÅÆ­¡?Y¡£�V4§V¦ °	 Ç ¡L[L?´¡£, B¦ Í¢ ¦, ÐÅ¬¥§[>Ã£ §¿ Ð¢¸Á�V£ ¬×§" VËµV¸Á°¥V£, Å¢¿¦ ` 
ÅºL¥£ §®¦ >®¦ °¡�§¬¥ ª¡¥¢Á¦, ¸[§¡ Û­¬¥¢V¼>¶¦ ¸[§¡ ÅL¡V£¬�V¼>¶¦, ÐLL¨ §È >?¸¸Æ§¢É Çµ§º>¡¥ 
ÐÅVÅL¶¢V¼>¶¦ §¿ Å¢V>®µV£ ¬×§"��32. The adverbs ¬>´¥¦ and ÅºL¥£ indicate that Psellos was ad-
dressing the same person again, probably the recipient of the letter previously mentioned, namely 
the krites of Thrace and Macedonia, who is now designated as krites of Macedonia. Psellos also 
wrote letters on the same matter to the strategos of Abydos, who, it seems, had jurisdiction over the 
tourmarches of Aplokonnesos33, evidence of the different range of political and military units and 
jurisdictions obtaining in Macedonia in the 11th century��, and to the bishop of Madytos35.

��������+������]��]`���������~��]=������������krites����������+����`�]�
�������������������Ý�����
to Pothos, judge of Thrace and Macedonia, asking him to stop acting against the property of the 
Monastery of the Theotokos Acheiropoietos, which Psellos owned. He should, Psellos says, read the 
chrysobulls issued in favour of the monastery, and take into account his predeccessors’ respect for the 
institution, not to mention the fact that Psellos was his teacher and friend36. Another letter, probably 
addressed to the same person, contains a complaint that the villagers of Mamytze37 were diverting the 
water that powered the three mills of Acheiropoietos to their village mill; Psellos asked the krites to 
;=���������Ý���}]�������]������������������`��������;��~��=����Ý38.

Also worth noting is an interesting letter addressed to an unknown recipient, probably a judge of 
a neighbouring theme, who apparently had done nothing to help with the collection of the taxes from 
the theme of Macedonia������=}������������]�;��������]������`;�������]����������+��������}���������
krites a right of intervention in the theme of Macedonia, because of the special situation there. The 
krites of Macedonia was soon to be replaced and his successor was not yet resident in the theme, 
and there were also problems in the region. Psellos urged his correspondent not to neglect his mis-
sion and to send a capable man to Macedonia to collect the taxes39�������+����+����`������;���+�;���
enunciated by the Ecloga Basilicorum�����������õ=���]�+����������õ=]}�����+�����]����������`���������� 
 

� � Y¢º¸¸¬§¥ Ç V?>Â¬£ °¥°Á£¬¥ §VÄ§V, m h£ ³V?LVÂ¸¡´¬�[>§¥ °	 Í ¸CLLV£ ¬×§" Çµ §VÄ >¼£¡YY?¦ Ç£¬£§¥V¼¸¡£V¦ Í §V?¢¸º¢ª¶¦ 
®ÅLVµV£[>V?, V×ª V4§V¦ Í £Ä£ Å¢�§Ã¦ ¡Ë¦ §Ì£ §V¼¢¸¬£ Å¢V³¡³L¶¸Æ£V¦, ÐLL¨ ÅC¦ Í>§¥>VÄ£ §Ì£ Ð¢ªÌ£ §®¦ §V¼¢¸¬¦ Å¬¢¨ §VÄ 
³¬>¥LÆÃ¦ L¬¸³º£Ã£. ÇÅ¡¥°Ì Y¨¢ §" ̧ 	£ ³¬>¥L¥µ" °Æ°V§¬¥ Ç£Â¬¦ §Ï£ °¥µÏ£ Ç ¡§º�¡¥£, Í °	 §V?¢¸º¢ª¶¦ §V¼§V? µ¡µ�L?§¬¥, §¿ 
:§Æ¢É °¡°V¸Æ£V£ :¬?§" ¡Ë>ÅV¥¡�§¬¥ Í ¸Ì L¬³�£�Y¡£VÄ °	 µ¬Î µ¬LLÂÃ£ °¥’ 
¸C¦ §V>VÄ§V£, Ô>V£ >?£§¡¸¡�£ §¿£ ª¢Á£V£ µ¬Î 
Ð£¬>§¡�L¬¥ §¿£ Ð°¥µ¡�£ B¢¸¶¸Æ£V£�����Cf. DÖLGER – WIRTH, Regesten, no. 908. 

 32 KURTZ – DREXL, no. 73, p. 105f.
 33 SATHAS,����������;�����������'���GLYKATZI-AHRWEILER, Administration 73; LEMERLE, Roga 91.
 �� Cf. GLYKATZI-AHRWEILER, Administration 83. Nor do the ecclesiastical provinces coincide with the civil administration. AS-

DRACHA, Thrace orientale 221ff.; KYRIAZOPOULOS��H¢ºµ¶�������
 35 KURTZ – DREXL, no. 1, p. 1. This letter is not addressed to Constantine Monomachos, as the title indicates, but probably to the 

bishop of Madytos, as may be inferred from its context. LEMERLE, Roga 91. Cf. GLYKATZI-AHRWEILER, Administration 73; G. 
WEISS, Oströmische Beamte im Spiegel der Schriften des Michael Psellos (MBM�������=��+����á�����������

 36 KURTZ – DREXL, no. �����;������
�"�¸¬YÂ>§¢É�µ¬Î�µ¢¥§È�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦�ÀÁ´É��§"�?1"�§®¦�°¢V?YY¬¢Â¬¦��
 37 See KÜLZER����������������������
 38 KURTZ – DREXL, no. 251, p. 299–300. ����� ����]� ������� �]]�����]� �������������krites of Macedonia, ibidem, no. 220 (�" 

¸¬YÂ>§¢É ÀÁ´É µ¬Î µ¢¥§È Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦, §" Û¥" §®¦ °¢V?YY¬¢Â¬¦), Psellos seeks help for a person named Kakoprates.
 39 SATHAS, no. 129, p. 375: �� ³¬>¥LÆÃ¦ §¡ Y¨¢ Ç°¡[´¶¸¡£, µ¬Î §V.¦ Å¡¢Î §Ì£ °¥VÂµ¶>¥£ / ¥�>¬¸¡£� ��9 ¸	£ Y¨¢ §Ï£ Ç£ 

Ø¬µ¡°V£Â, ­Á¢Ã£ ÐÅ¬Â§¶>¥¦, V×µ Ð­[¢¶§¬¥ >V?, °Æ°V§¬¥ °Æ >V¥ §¿£ Ç£ §¬¼§Ê µ¢¥§Ì£ Åº£§¬ >V¥ L?>¥§¡L®>¬¥ ÛÅ	¢ §V�¦ 
§V¼§Ã£ ¡Ë>Å¢º ¡Ã¦���§¿ ¬×§Âµ¬ ¸ÆLL¡¥£ Å¬¢¬L?´[>¡>´¬¥ §®¦ Ð¢ª®¦ §¿£ Çµ¡�>¡ §¨¦ µ¢Â>¡¥¦ °¥ÆÅV£§¬, µ¬Î ¸Ì °	 §¿£ ¸¡§’ 
Çµ¡�£V£ Ç¸­¥LVªÃ¢®>¬¥ §" ´Æ¸¬§¥, µ¬Î §¿ Ë°ÂV¥¦ µ¬µV�¦ §V.¦ °¥¬°¡ªV¸Æ£V?¦ Å¥Æ�¡>´¬¥, B¦ ¸Ì °¼£¬>´¬¥ ³º¢V¦ ÛÅ¡£¡Yµ¡�£ 
Õ§¡¢V£. »¥¨ §¬Ä§� >V¥ V× §¿ ÅC£ ÅÆÅ¢¬µ§¬¥���>§¡�L¬Â >¡ Ç£ Ø¬µ¡°V£Â, >ÅV?°¬¥Á§¬§V£ �£´¢ÃÅV£ Ç£ ³¢¬ª¡� ª¢Á£É §V.¦ 
Çµ¡�>¡ ­Á¢V?¦ ¡Ë>Å¢º V£§¬, µÐ£ §" ´Æ¸¬§Â >V? °Æ, ÔÅ¡¢ h£ ³V¼L¡¥ Å¢º§§¡¥£����
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province��; only in special circumstances, and with imperial permission or by imperial order, can 
jurisdiction be extended to another, neighbouring, province.

The evidence of Michael Psellos implying that the jurisdiction of the krites of Macedonia exten-
ded to Madytos�� and Panion��, in conjuction with two testimonies of Michael Attaleiates, according 
to which the theme of Macedonia included the cities of Myriophyton, Panion and Raidestos��, con-
��`����������������th century the limits of the Macedonia theme extended eastwards at least as far as 
Raidestos��.

Despite the gradual replacement of the provincial governors by the °VÄµ¡¦ during the 12th c., the 
Å¢¬Â§Ã¢ remained at the head of the political administration in the three major European circumscrip-
tions of Hellas and Peloponnesos, Boleron, Strymon and Thessaloniki, and Thrace and Macedonia��.

Two seals of judges of Thrace and Macedonia�̀ �����+�``����������������������������}���]�=���=��
seal of the otherwise unknown Ò¢¥>§Á­V¢V¦ �¡¥ªV¼°¶¦, Å¢Á¡°¢V¦ µ¬Î °¥µ¬¥V­¼L¬  H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î 
Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦, has been dated by the editors to the 11th century��, and more precisely to the period 
1060–1090. N. Oikonomides and J. Nesbitt have correctly pointed out that the dikaiophylax was an 
���+����Ý�����]�õ=���]�+������~���'����������;������Ý��������~�������;��~��+�����������`;��������-
tially bestowed only on churchmen (mid 11th c.)�á���������+��Ý����������;���]�������`������Ý�����. 

 �� Ecloga Basilicorum B.2.3.170�
���������BURGMANN): Í Y¨¢ Å¢¬Â§Ã¢ H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦ ¡Ë¦ ¸Á£V?¦ §V.¦ Ç£ §È H¢�µÊ 
µ¬Î Ø¬µ¡°V£Â, µÆµ§¶§¬¥ °¥µ¬¥V°V>Â¬£ µ¬Î ¸Á£V?¦ Çµ¡Â£V?¦ °¼£¬§¬¥ °¥µº�¡¥£ µ¬Î ÐÅ¡¥´VÄ£§¬¦ µVLº�¡¥£<�¡Ë¦ °	 §V.¦ Ñ£§¬¦ Ç£ 
:§Æ¢, ÇÅ¬¢ªÂ,, VbV£ §È H¡>>¬LV£ÂµÊ, °¥µ¬¥V°V>Â¬£ V×µ Ùª¡¥����������á�
������������

 �� KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶ 196, on the contrary, considers Madytos as a city of the theme of Thrace that had been placed under 
the authority of the krites of Thrace and Macedonia. But the abbreviated title of the krites to whom Psellos addressed the 
letter no. 73 in the KURTZ – DREXL edition (p. 105) is the krites of Macedonia and not krites of Thrace. 

 �� See SATHAS, no. 50, p. 281–282 (�" µ¢¥§È Ø¬µ¡°Á£Ã£), where Psellos urges the judge of Macedonia to develop a close 
���������Ý���� ����
����;������������Ý��� ��� �� ��`����
���;��������]��� �����]������������ 
��Å¡¢Î §VÄ ÇÅ¥>µÁÅV? À¬£ÂV? 
Å¢V¡´?¸[´¶¸¡£ Ð ¥VÄ£ ��§¿ VËµ¡ÂÃ¦ Å¢¿¦ §¿£ �£´¢ÃÅV£ Ùª¡¥£, µ¬Î §¿ ̧ Ì Ç£ ->É §Ï£ �LLÃ£ LVYÂ�¡>´¬¥, ÐLL¨ £Æ¸¡¥£ §¥ ÅLÆV£ 
¬×§" §®¦ >®¦ °¥µ¬>§¥µ®¦ Ë>ª¼V¦ µ¬Î §VÄ Ðµ¢¥³VÄ¦ >V? ­¢V£[¸¬§V¦, °¥º §¡ §¨LL¬ µ¬Î §¿ Å¬¢’ 
¸Ï£ Ð ¥VÄ>´¬± >¡ ���

 �� Michaelis Attaliatae Historia, ed. E. Th. TSOLAKIS (CFHB 50). Athens 2011, 23, 13–15: µ¬Î µ¬§¨ §®¦ J¬¥°¡>§VÄ, ÅÁL¥¦ 
°	 ¬&§¶ Å¬¢ºL¥V¦, §®¦ À¢V¥µV££[>V? £[>V? ÐÅÆ£¬£§¥, Å¬£>§¢¬§¥  Ç Ã¢¸[>¬§V (¸Á£¶ Y¨¢ ¬&§¶ §Ï£ ¸¬µ¡°V£¥µÏ£ V× 
>?£¬Å[ª´¶ §V¼§É µ¬Î >?£¡­¢Á£¶>¡), during Leo Tornikios’ revolt against Constantine Monomachos; ibidem, 71.15–19: 
�£ °	 §V�¦ ¸¬µ¡°V£¥µV�¦ ¸Æ¢¡>¥£ ¬1 Å¬¢ºL¥V¥ ÅÁL¡¥¦ µ¬§’ Çµ¡Â£¶£ §Ì£ £¼µ§¬ ¸CLLV£ §Ï£ �LLÃ£ Å¡ÅÁ£´¬>¥, J¬¥°¡>§Á¦ 
§¡ ­¶¸Î µ¬Î Àº£¥V£ µ¬Î ¬×§¿ Ø?¢¥Á­?§V£, B¦ µ¬Î ¸Æ¢¶ §?ª¿£ Ç  ¬×§®¦ ÛÅV³º´¢¬¦ Ð£¬§¢¬Å®£¬¥ µ¬Î ÅL¡Â>§¬¦ VËµÂ¬¦, 
µ¬Î ­Á£V£ ÇÅ¥Y¡£Æ>´¬¥ ÅVL¼£, concerning an earthquake that happened around 1065. Cf. KYRIAKIDES, ²VL¡¢Á£���������� 
ASDRACHA, Thrace orientale 225–226; KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶ 189, 191. For the above cities see KÜLZER, Ostthrakien 607–
����
���]����������������
��]���������������
�����;�������

 �� See KYRIAKIDES, ²VL¡¢Á£ 391–396 and map no. 3; ASDRACHA������+����������������
`�;���#�more extensive territory within 
the old province of Europe, taking the boundaries of the theme eastward to Herakleia-Perinthos, was initially adopted by 
J. KARAYANNOPOULOS, Òº¢§¬¥ ¸Æ>¶¦ ³?�¬£§¥£®¦ Å¡¢¥Á°V?. Thessaloniki–Athens 1976, 13. But see also IDEM, �V ³?�¬£§¥£Á 
°¥V¥µ¶§¥µÁ >¼>§¶¸¬ >§¬ ²¬Lµº£¥¬�
�V¦–9V¦�¬¥����#��������9���maps no. 6 and no. 7, where the theme of Macedonia extends to 
the river Evros. See also SOUSTAL,��������������Ý��������Ý��KOLEDAROV, Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬ 270–272, and claims that the theme of 
Macedonia comprised the province of Haimimontos and large part of the provinces of Thrace and Rodope. His opinion that 
the theme of Macedonia��*���]�]����`��������+������+�����
��Ý��������+�;������%`������]�¯°���]���
�~������Evros valley 
�������#�}����+�����
;��������������������;�������������]]�����������theme of Macedonia also comprised part of the province of 
Europe at least in the 11th century, taking into account the above testimonies of Psellos and Attaleiates.

 �� P. MAGDALINO������ �`;���� ��� ���=��� �� ��`������� ����������� '�`
��]}�� ������ ��������� GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, �ÅV£V¸[ 
°¥µ¬¥V>¼£¶¦������Ý����������������
�
���}��;���

 �� NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=���������������
 �á V. Laurent, ���+��;=��]����+��=*�]���^�`;����
�	���������<��̂ �]`������������+�������������������� no. 902 = ZACOS, ����������

no. 660, where a seal of �¥µ[§¬¦ ̧ V£¬ªÁ¦, >¼Yµ¡LLV¦�µ¬Î�°¥µ¬¥V­¼L¬ ����;=
�����]�
`�]]������������th c.). Cf. Münz-Zentrum 
�ý��������á���á�����������������

�������;�+�`�����Cf. also Ruth Juliana MACRIDES, Nomos and Kanon on Paper and on Court, 
in: Church and People in Byzantium, ed. Rosemary �����������`��}��`����������������������
��EADEM, Justice, Kinship 
and Justice in Byzantium 11th–15th�'���=������#�]���������������]����}�;������]����������$���

 ��� à�����`�����������������+�����dikaiophylax in the narrative sources is that of Actes de Vatopédi no. 10 (1080) (ed. J. BOM-
PAIRE – J. LEFORT – Vassiliki KRAVARI – C. GIROS, ��ùDes origines à 1329ú�ùArchives de l’Athos����ú�����������������������
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The °¥µ¬¥V­¼L¬  Ý�����]��]���õ=]�+�������+���� (and not ������+����in charge of keeping an archive 
of the judicial decisions, as has been suggested50), whose jurisdiction covered both Constantino-
ple and the provinces51, but he was not a judge of a theme nor is there any other testimony for a 
°¥µ¬¥V­¼L¬  of Thrace and Macedonia or of any other theme. Besides, the term °¥µ¬¥V­¼L¬  could 
designate a µ¢¥§[¦, since it means the guardian of justice52. We do not know if the dikaiophylax had 
�;�+����õ=]�+�����=�����������������}������������~���������+��������������=���������;�������`�����krites of 
the theme, other judges were sometimes commissioned by the emperor and sent out to themes to try 
certain cases, as for example the krites of the hippodrome or of the velon, but a dikaiophylax with the 
geographical designation of Thrace and Macedonia, implies a rather more permanent situation and a 
more extended jurisdiction than those of a commisioned judge.

Consequently, it cannot be excluded that the term °¥µ¬¥V­¼L¬  is used in this case as equivalent 
to µ¢¥§Ì¦ or Å¢¬Â§Ã¢, like the term °¥µ¬>ÅÁLV¦53, although the phenomenon of metonymy is usual on 
metrical seals��������=���=}}����������+����+��������������������=�]�;��
�
���
��]���]�
�������������+��
of dikaiophylax was established or opened to laymen, that is, before 1080.

The second seal is that of ²¬>ÂL¡¥V¦, Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´�¢¥V¦, &Å¬§V¦, µ¢¥§Ì¦ §VÄ ³¤LV? µ¬Î §VÄ 
1ÅÅV°¢«¸V?, Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦55���������]��}�îØ¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦ �̂
���}�=�+�������
=��;����
��56. According to 
the editors, Basileios combined the judicial ���+�����hypatos with a temporary mandate as judge of 
Macedonia. N. Oikonomides and J. Nesbitt base their assumption on a combination of two facts: that 
hypatos����~��}��;;����]�������������������õ=]�+�������+������������������`���������%�+���������������
(971–�á�������`��
������������~������������+���������]�
�+�`�����������+���������=;���������proto-
spatharios����]����������+�������������������+���������������`�������=`�����]�������������]�+������}�
��]�������`;�����+����]���Ý����;��+�]���������+��u��à���������������hypatos cannot be considered as 
a title, since it follows protospatharios�������=}������+����+����]���������������]����+������������Ý����
�
���~�]������������=��������]�������������+�����������^���������������;��
��`���+�����+������hypatos 
was superior to the krites of the velon and the krites of the hippodrome, according to the Escorial 
Taktikon, although on the seal the hypatos precedes the krites, something that was not taken into 
�++�=���
�� �����]�������"�Ý�~���� �=+������
���`�����=`��������������+������������
����}��}� ���
persons who served as kritai of the velon and of the hippodrome is not uncommon when they were 
also judges in themes57��������`������������Ý�����+��~�������Ý�������~��]���;������������������`�krites, 
 

  Cf. OIKONOMIDÈS, Évolution 135; IDEM��à��+����������*�`;�������+��������	��+��
������������
Fondation Nationale de la 
Y��6����
�������+2���
��	�����
��
Y��6���6�	
�_@������	�
��������6��	 2). Athens 1996, 278 n. 57.

 �� See GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, �ÅV£V¸[ °¥µ¬¥V>¼£¶¦ 218–219, with the relevant sources.
 50 This opinion has been developed by CHRISTOPHILOPOULOU, »¥ µ¬>§[¢¥¬ 176, who believes that °¥µ¬¥V­¼L¬  means the guard-

�������;����������°¥µ¬¥�¸¬§¬, that is, the documents, the judicial decisions, although such an etymology cannot be derived 
���`�������=�+���~�]��+�������������+��

 51 OIKONOMIDÈS, Évolution 135, who considers the °¥µ¬¥V­¼L¬ ��������Ý�������}�õ=]�+�������cer who could act in Constantino-
ple or in the provinces; GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, �ÅV£V¸[ °¥µ¬¥V>¼£¶¦ 217, n. 983.

 52 ���� ���� �*�`;��� ���� �����`���� ��� '����������� ��������� ���� �=����� ��� 
�����á���� �]� O. LAMPSIDIS, Breviarium Chroni-
cum (CFHB������#�����������������������������]�����<�³¬³¬Î §®¦ Y¬L¶£Á§¶§V¦ µ¬Î §®¦ ª¢¶>§Á§¶§Á¦ >V?, ¬×§Vµ¢¬§Á¢Ã£ 
�¢¥>§¡, °¥µ¬¥V­¼L¬  Å¢C¡ and Í ¸¡Y¬LÁ£V?¦ °¥µ¬>§Ì¦ µ¬Î §VÄ °¥µ¬ÂV? ­¼L¬ .

 53 See GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, �ÅV£V¸[ °¥µ¬¥V>¼£¶¦,���������Ý������������~������=�+����See also A.-K. WASSILIOU-SEIBT, Corpus der 
byzantinischen Siegel mit metrischen Legenden, Teil 1: Einleitung, Siegellegenden von Alpha bis inklusive My (WBS��������
$���������������
������������á��

 �� WASSILIOU-SEIBT��'��;=���á����
 55 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=���������������
 56 Cf. another specimen of ²¬>ÂL¡¥V¦ Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´�¢¥V¦, &Å¬§V¦ µ¬Î µ¢¥§Ì¦ ÇÅÎ §oÄ 1ÅÅV°¢«¸V?, ²VL¡¢VÄ, �§¢?¸(Ï)£V¦, 

H¡>>¬LV£±µ¶¦, published by ZACOS��������������������
 57 See for example the cases of ¸?>§VLÆµ§¬¥ and ¸?>§VY¢º­V¥, who, although hierarchically superior to the krites of the velon 

and the krites of the hippodrome, are enumerated after them when the name of a theme in which the person was also a judge 
follows: A. GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, Some remarks on mystographos and mystolektes, in: Epeironde. Proceedings of the 10th ������
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Ý��+�����+���]�õ=�����+�����������������+���Ý�������`���+���������������`����+���+�����������+���������
��=`������������hypatos�]���}������������+��������������������=�]�
��]���]�
��������������]�����}��
nerally to the 11th century, as the editors have done. According to the more precise dating proposed by 
A.-K. Wassiliou-Seibt and W. Seibt, however, the seal should be placed in the middle of that century 
(1030–1060). Taking into consideration both this dating and the abnormal enumeration of titles and 
���+�����������
�~��������������`����;��
�
������������������]�]�����+�`
��������õ=]�+�������+�����
hypatos with a temporary mandate as krites of Macedonia but held the honorary title of hypatos and 
was a member of the courts in Constantinople as krites of the hippodrome and krites of the velum and 
was later, as was customary for such judges, appointed as krites of the Macedonia theme.

Finally, it should be mentioned that certain of the judges who served in the theme of Macedonia 
belonged to well-known families of the civil aristocracy, many of whose members held judicial 
positions in Constantinople or in other provinces. Among them were members of Anzas, Alopos, 
Radenos, Serblias, Skleros, Taronites, Tzanzes and Xiphillinos families.

  national Symposium of Byzantine Sigillography����������������October 2009, ed. Chr. Stavrakos and Barbara Papadopoulou. 
Wiesbaden 2011, 191–219.
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'#�#���|%��à��|��%���à��"%��#'%��!�#��"%�%*

1. Ø¥ª¬¤L, Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´�¢¥V¦ µ¬Î µ¢¥§Ì¦ Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦ (second half of the 10th c.)58.

2. Ø¥ª¬[L, Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´º¢¥V¦ µ¬Î µ¢¥§Ì¦ H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦ (second half of the 10th c.)59.

3. �§Æ­¬£V¦� Ð>¶µ¢®§¥¦ µ¬Î µ¢¥§Ì¦ H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦ (early 11th c.)60.

��� Ø¥ª¬ÌL� ØV£Vµ¬¢Â§¶¦�� ³¬>¥L¥µ¿¦� >Å¬´º¢¥V¦� ��� ������� Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´�¢¥V¦61�� µ¢¥§Ì¦� ÇÅÎ� §VÄ�
1ÅÅV°¢«¸V?�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
�������������������th c.)62.

��� Ò¢¥>§Á­V¢V¦��Ð>¶µ¢®§¥¦�µ¬Î�µ¢¥§Ì¦�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
+�������������63.

6. Ø¥ª¬[L, µ¢¥§Ì¦ Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦ (µ¬Î) H¢�µ¶¦ (second quarter of the 11th c.)��.

á�� ù�ú���º£�¶¦��>Å¬´¬¢Vµ¬£°¥°C§V¦��Ð>¶µ¢®§¥¦�µ¬Î�µ¢¥§Ì¦�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
��+��]��=��������th c.)65.

��� #Ãº££¶¦�� Å¬§¢Âµ¥V¦�� &Å¬§V¦�� ³¬>¥L¥µ¿¦� £V§º¢¥V¦�� µ¢¥§Ì¦� ÇÅÎ� §VÄ� 1ÅÅV°¢«¸V?� µ¬Î� Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
(second quarter of the 11th c.)66.

��� À�§¢V¦�� Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´�¢¥V¦� ÇÅÎ� §VÄ� Ò¢?>V§¢¥µL±£V?�� µ¢¥§Ì¦� ÇÅÎ� §VÄ� 1ÅÅV°¢«¸V?�� H¢�µ¶¦� µ¬Î�
Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
�����������67.

 * The owners of seals dating in the same period are cited according to their title, from lower to higher. 
� � �
��
��������	��������+����=����}��#�+�����}�÷����}��������=���~������������;��ÿ��Katalog molivdovulov. IRAIK 8 (1903) 

��������������á�
��
����������������`��������������������
����}�]����#;��������
����basilikos protospatharios and krites 
of Macedonia (third quarter of the 10th c.), but the latter phrase (krites of Macedonia) cannot be read in the photo cited by 
���÷��������=����������]�������������������������+�=]�]�����=��+�����}=��

 58 ZACOS��������������������
�������th c.).
 59 See n. 16. 
 60� ���JORDANOV, Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria, �<���	�������������Ý�������}��;��+���!�`������������������������

23; IDEM��'��;=�������	����������������`��=�}������������������������������á��
Ý����=���}=�����'��������;�}��;����������
��	�����������]�
������<�http:��www.pbw.kcl.ac.uk�pbw�apps� (2011) Stephanos 20201 (Boulloterion 3362).

 61� #++��]��}������������=����
����]����
������+��������`��;������Ý�����������Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´�¢¥V¦�µ¬Î�ª¬¢§V?L�¢¥V¦�À¬­L¬YV£±¬¦�
(1st third of the 11th c.). See E. MCGEER – J. NESBITT – N. OIKONOMIDES †, Catalogue of Byzantine Seals at Dumbarton Oaks 
��]��������à�}}��=��=`����#�����$<�����%�����������}�������'�����������������
��th–11th c.).

 62 Two specimens: LAURENT����}��]������������ NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES, Catalogue �����������12 (10th–11th c.). See also Natascha 
and W. SEIBT, Siegel der Sammlung Orghidan. Eine Nachlese zur Edition V. Laurents. JÖB 53 (2003) 195–203, here 199. Cf. 
�������+�����������
��=���������������

 63 ZACOS, Seals�������������
��+��]���������������th c.). Cf. PBW, Christophoros 20109 (Boulloterion 1011).
 �� NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=����������3. 11 (11th c.) (two specimens from the same boulloterion). See also the review 

by W. SEIBT in BZ���������
����������������Ý���+����+������������Ý��]����������������`��§¬?¢	 to ¹¢ª¥>§¢º§¶Y¡. Cf. PBW, 
��+�����������
��=����������������WASSILIOU-SEIBT��'��;=�����������
��+��]��=���������������th c).

 65 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES, Catalogue ��������������
��th c.). See the review by W. SEIBT in BZ ��������
����������������who 
corrects the family name to ��º£�¶¦ instead of ±º£�¶¦. Cf. PBW, Anonymous 20109 (Boulloterion 307);� ���LEONTIADES, 
ØVL?³°Á³V?LL¬ §V? ØV?>¡ÂV? ²?�¬£§¥£V¼ ÀVL¥§¥>¸V¼ H¡>>¬LV£Âµ¶¦ (Byzantina Keimena kai Meletai� ��������������
niki 2006, no. 16 (p. 75), where other members of the Tzanzes or Tzantzes family who also served in judicial positions are 
mentioned. The family name is attested from the 9th�+���=����Ý������������
����������������&��=�	�����]����	��	���Ý���Ý���
strategos of Macedonia�=�]�����������
��á–886) are mentioned (see ibidem, 76 with the relevant sources). 

 66 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=���������������
��th���th�+���
�Ý���;�+�`�������`�������`��
�=������������'����������������
20135 (Boulloterion 302).

 67 JORDANOV��'��;=�����������������
��th c.). Cf. PBW, Petros 20131 (Boulloterion 3360). A parallel specimen in Vienna edited 
by SCHLUMBERGER, Sigillographie 163, no. 6 (Comnenian era).
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���� ²¬>±L¡¥V¦��Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´�¢¥V¦��&Å¬§V¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�§VÄ�³¤LV?�µ¬Î�§VÄ� 1ÅÅV°¢«¸V?��Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
���
(1030–1060)68.

���� »¬¸¥¬£Á¦��Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´º¢¥V¦�ÇÅÎ�§VÄ�Ò¢?>V§¢¥µL±£V?��¸?>§VY¢�­V¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�ÇÅÎ�§VÄ�1ÅÅV°¢«¸V?�
µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�

������`�]]������������th c.)69.

���� ¾Ã£>§¬£§�£V¦��Å¢Ã§V>Å¬´º¢¥V¦��³¬>¥L¥µ¿¦�£V§º¢¥V¦�§VÄ�¡Ë°¥µVÄ��µ¢¥§Ì¦�ÇÅÎ�§VÄ� 1ÅÅV°¢«¸V?�
µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
+���`�]]������������th c.)70.

���� ¾Ã£>§¬£§�£V¦��µL¶¢Á¦��³¡>§�¢ª¶¦�µ¬Î�µ¢¥§Ì¦�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
+���`�]]������������th c.)71.

���� �§Æ­¬£V¦��Å¬§¢Âµ¥V¦��Å¢¬¥ÅÁ>¥§V¦��³Æ>§¶¦�µ¬Î�Å¢¬Â§Ã¢�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�µ¬Î�^�°¢¥¬£V?Å«L¡Ã¦�
+���
����������72.

���� �¥µ[§¬¦�� ¸ºY¥>§¢V¦�� ³Æ>§¶¦�� µ¢¥§Ì¦� §VÄ� ³[LV?�� Å¢¬Â§Ã¢� Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦� µ¬Î� ¹°¢¥¬£V?ÅÁL¡Ã¦�
(probably the successor of the previous person, as Wassiliou-Seibt – Seibt pointed out)73.

���� #Ãº££¶¦�¾V>§V¸¼¢¶¦��Å¬§¢Âµ¥V¦��°¥µ¬>§Ì¦�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦��H¢�µ¶¦�
�������á��á�.

�á�� !���µ¢¥§Ì¦�Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦�

��Ý�����������á��75.

 68 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=�������������3 (11th�+����'������������������������
��=���������������
 69 WASSILIOU – SEIBT, Bleisiegel��������������'����������`������������
��=����������������
 70 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=�������������5 (11th�+�����������������;�+�`������`���]���������
�=���������������������KOLT-

SIDA–MAKRE��²?�¬£§¥£º�ØVL?³°Á³V?LL¬���?LLVY[¦ ½¢­¬£Â°¶ – �¥µVL¬©°¶ �V¸¥>¸¬§¥µV¼ ØV?>¡ÂV? �´¶£�£ (Ôetradia 
christianikes Archaiologias kai Technes ��. #�������������������
��th c.). Cf. WASSILIOU – SEIBT���������}�������������������'���
PBW, Konstantinos 20116 (Boulloterion 297). Constantine was either the successor or the predecessor of Damianos (no. 11).

 71 K. KONSTANTOPOULOS, ²?�¬£§¥¬µ¨ ØVL?³°Á³V?LL¬ §VÄ Ç£ ¹´[£¬¥¦ �´£¥µVÄ �V¸¥>¸¬§¥µVÄ ØV?>¡ÂV?. Athens 1917, no. 32; 
W. SEIBT, Die Skleroi. Eine prosopographisch-sigillographische Studie (BV 9). Vienna 1976, 91, no. 21b (1060–1090); Ch. 
STAVRAKOS, Die byzantinischen Bleisiegel mit Familiennamen aus der Sammlung des Numismatischen Museums Athen 
(Mainzer Veröffentlichungen zur Byzantinistik���������
�]������������������������������������������
��=�����������������
W. SEIBT��&Ý��+�����]�����	���=�}���=�+��=�]��~��Ý��}��=�}<�&=�����
��`��������+���������`���`������}������<����}���
und Siegler, ed. Claudia Ludwig (Berliner Byzantinistische Studien�á���à�����=��������������á�������������������]��� (middle 
of the 11th c. or a little after the middle of the 11th c). 

 72 See WASSILIOU – SEIBT���������}�����������������]����JORDANOV��'��;=������������������
����]��=���������������th c.) with the 
previous editions. Cf. KYRIAKIDES, ²VL¡¢Á£��������}��]��}��he title of vestes as well as those of vestarches and magistros, it 
should be mentioned that they were bestowed on krites from 1070 according to the testimonies of the documents (see J.-Cl. 
CHEYNET, La resistance aux Turcs en Asie Mineure entre Mantizkert et la première Croisade, in: Eupsychia. Mélanges offerts 
��"��_���#��Ý���������ùByzantina Sorbonensia���ú��������������������á����;�+������136; IDEM, Dévaluation des dignités et 
]�~��=������̀ ���������]���������+��]��̀ ������]=�������_+����Byz����ù����ú������áá����;�+���������������Ý��������+��+�=]���
that the krites of the velon and the krites of the hippodrome had the title of magistros����`�����
�}�����}����#��*��������`-
nenus’ reign), but even earlier according to Wassiliou – Seibt’s dating of the above seal. See also Gorny und Mosch Sale 156 

�����+�����á������������Ý����������������§Æ­¬£V¦, ³Æ>§¶¦ µ¬Î Å¢¬Â§Ã¢ Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦ µ¬Î ¹°¢¥¬£V?ÅÁL¡Ã¦, which belongs 
to the same person, is presented.

 73 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=�������������8 (10th���th c.); WASSILIOU – SEIBT���������}������������������
 á� E. MCGEER – J. NESBITT – N. OIKONOMIDES†, Catalogue of Byzantine Seals at Dumbarton Oaks and in the Fogg Museum of 

Art, V: The East (continued), Constantinople and Environs, Unkown Locations, Addenda, Uncertain Readings. Washington, 
D.C. 2005, no. 100.1 (11th c.���#���`�����������������"��`���}��
���������'����������������������
��=�������������������~��
ral members of this family are recorded in the 11th and 12th c. See JORDANOV��'��;=��������á������'������LEONTIADES, Byzantine 
Lead Seals with Family Names, in: Epeironde (as in n. 57) 297–316, no. 6.

 75 SATHAS, no. 129, p. 375. The letter is addressed probably to a krites of a neighbouring theme. According to KYRIAZOPOULOS, 
H¢ºµ¶������the letter should be dated to 1071–1078, when Psellos was paradynasteuon �����+�����$�����=���� Cf. PBW, 
#����`�=�����á�
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���� !���µ¢¥§Ì¦�Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦�

��Ý�����������á��76.

���� !���µ¢¥§Ì¦�Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦�
�������á��77.

���� !���µ¢¥§Ì¦�§Ï£�Ø¬µ¡°Á£Ã£�
�������á��78.

���� H¡«°Ã¢V¦��Ë¸¥L¥¬£Á¦�� Ð£´�Å¬§V¦� Å¬§¢±µ¥V¦�� µ¢¥§Ì¦� §VÄ� ³¤LV?� µ¬Î� Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦� 
+��� �����
1075)79.

���� Ø¥ª¬ÌL�À¬¢´Æ£¥V¦��Å¬§¢Âµ¥V¦�µ¬Î�µ¢¥§Ì¦�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
�������á��80.

���� Ú×>§¢º§¥V¦��&Å¬§V¦��³Æ>§¶¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
�������á�� 81.

���� �ÆÃ£��³¡>§º¢ª¶¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�
���Å¢¬±§Ã¢���H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
°¥µº�¡¥�H¢¬ Î�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°Á>¥��
(1050–1075)82.

���� Ò¬>º£¶¦��³¡>§º¢ª¶¦�µ¬Î�µ¢¥§Ì¦�Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦�
�������á��83.

���� ÀÁ´V¦��¸ºY¥>§¢V¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�H¢,µÏ£�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°Á£Ã£�
�������á�� ��.

�á�� ����µ¢¥§Ì¦�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦85 (1055–1078)86.

�����¾Ã£>§¬£§�£V¦�^�LÃÅÁ¦��¸ºY¥>§¢V¦��³Æ>§¶¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�§VÄ�³¤LV?�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
��á��
1075)87.

��
��¾Ã£>§¬£§�£V¦�^�LÃÅÁ¦��Å¢Ã§VÅ¢«¡°¢V¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
+�����á�������88.

 76 SATHAS, no. 129, p. 375. This was the successor of the previous krites of Macedonia.�'��������#����`�=�������
 77 KURTZ – DREXL, no. 7, p. 8–9. Cf. PBW, Anonymous 2335. We do not know if the anonymous krites�����]������]�Ý��������������

krites mentioned in the letters of Psellos (see nos. 12–13 of our catalogue).
 78 SATHAS. no. 50, p. 281–282. According to KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶������this letter should also be dated to 1071–1078, when 

Psellos was paradynasteuon �����+�����$�����=�����'��������#����`�=����á��
 79 WASSILIOU – SEIBT�� �������}��� �� 71, n. 288, mention this unpublished specimen from Zacos’ collection. This person is 

�]������]� Ý����#�`��������� Ð£´¼Å¬§V¦ Å¬§¢Âµ¥V¦ µ¬Î µ¢¥§Ì¦ 	ÅÎ §VÄ 1ÅÅV°¢Á¸V? published by WASSILIOU – SEIBT, Blei- 
���}��������������
+�������]��=���������������th c.). For seals of other members of this family, see ibidem, p. 72. Cf. PBW, The-
�]�����������
��=������������á���

 80 J.-Cl. CHEYNET – C. MORRISSON – W. SEIBT, Les sceaux byzantins de la collection Henri Seyrig. Paris 1991, no. 182. Cf. PBW, 
��+���������á�
��=���������������

 81 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=�������������7 (11th c.). Cf. H. HUNGER, Zur Metrik byzantinischer Siegellegenden. SBS 2 
(1990) 27–38, here 33; PBW, Eustratios 20126 (Boulloterion 300). 

 82 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=�������������10 (11th c.); cf. PBW, Leon 20116 (Boulloterion 303). See also WASSILIOU-SEIBT, 
Corpus, no. 1276 (1050–1075).

 83 SATHAS, no. 38, p. 272 tit.; ibidem,������á���;�����������According to KYRIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶������this letter should also be 
dated to 1071–1078, when Psellos was paradynasteuon �����+�����$�����=���. Cf.������#����`�=����á��

 �� KURTZ – DREXL, no. 220, p. 261; ibidem, no. 250, p. 299. Cf. PBW, Pothos 102.
 85 SATHAS, no. �����;����á���KURTZ – DREXL,���������;���á��������������KURTZ – DREXL, no. 73, p. 105. Cf. PBW, Anonymous 

2393. 
 86 Since Constantine Monomachos is mentioned as a deceased in�����������������above letters (see previous n.).
 87 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=���������������
��th c.) (two similar specimens from different boulloteria), who mention other 

two similar pieces and their editions. Cf. PBW, Konstantinos 20117 (Boulloterion 298). There is one more seal in the former 
Zacos collection and another in the Hermitage. See V. S ŠANDROVSKAJA, Vvedenie v vizantijskuju sfragistiku, in: A. ROMAN-
CUK – V. S. ŠANDROVSKAJA��$~�]�����~�~�	����õ��=õ=���+�����}�õ=�������}�����=�����������
=�}������������á��������. For other 
`�`
�����������#��;�����`����Ý���Ý����õ=]�+�������+��������GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, �ÅV£V¸[ °¥µ¬¥V>¼£¶¦, n. 656 (p. 152–153).

 88 Unpublished specimen from the former Zacos collection. See JORDANOV��'��;=��������(1050–1075). Cf. PBW, Konstantinos 
20117 (Boulloterion 5176). According to the reading and dating by Wassiliou-Seibt:� 
À¢Ã§V�
Å¢V��°¢V?� ù
µ¬Î�ú�µ¢¥§
VÄ��
¾Ã£>§¬£§±£V?�H¢,µÏ£�Ø¬ùµú¡°«£Ã£�§¡�ù>ú­¢¬YÎ¦�§?Yª�£Ã�
circa 1075–1080).
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���� #Ã�££¶¦�0Ó¬°¶£Á¦��³¡>§�¢ª¶¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�§VÄ�³¤LV?��H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
+�������������89.

���� #Ãº££¶¦�²¥­¥L�£V¦��¸�Y¥>§¢V¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�µ¬Î�Ð£¬Y¢¬­¡.¦�
����������90.

���� Ò¢¥>§Á­V¢V¦��¡¥ªV¼°¶¦��Å¢Á¡°¢V¦�µ¬Î�°¥µ¬¥V­¼L¬ �H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦�
����������91.

���� �¥µÁL¬V¦�¹£�C¦��¸ºY¥>§¢V¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�§VÄ�³[LV?��H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
����������������92.

���� Ø¥ª¬[L��µL¶¢Á¦��Å¢Ã§VÅ¢Á¡°¢V¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�µ¬Î�Ç ¥>Ã§Ì¦�
�����93.

���� #Ã�££¶¦�^ÚL¡>³¬�¸��³�>§¶¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�§VÄ�³¤LV?��H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
���������]����������th c.)��.

���� �¥µÁL¬V¦�±V?£¬¢º¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�§VÄ�³[LV?��H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
���������]����������th c.)95.

���� �¥µÁL¬V¦��¸ºY¥>§¢V¦��µ¢¥§Ì¦�§VÄ�³[LV?��H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
���������]����������th c.) 96.

 89 JORDANOV��'��;=���������������Ý��������;��~��=���]��������JORDANOV dates the seal between 1070–1090; see also WASSILIOU 
– SEIBT���������}������������������Ý���]�������������+��+��������������]�`���������������=�;=
�����]�;�����������`�&�+���
+����+������à���������`�`
�������������`����Ý���Ý����õ=]�+�������+��������ibidem,������. See also STAVRAKOS, Bleisiegel, 
no. 217 and no. 219 (p. 332–333); J.-Cl. CHEYNET, La patricienne à ceinture: une femme de qualité, in: Au cloître et dans 
���`��]���à�``������``��������+������
�����$����_+����������}�������^�����=��]����=�������̂ "��`������+���+����]�����
Henriet – A.-M. Legras, Paris 2000, 179–��á�
��IDEM�������+�����ù�����������ú������–173, here 167); J.-Cl. CHEYNET – D. 
THEODORIDIS, Sceaux byzantins de la collection D. Theodoridis. Le sceaux patronymiques (Centre de recherche d’histoire et 
civilisation de Byzance. Monographies 33). Paris 2010, no. 175.�'����������������������
��=����������������

 90 See A.-K. WASSILIOU-SEIBT, Die Familie Xiphilinos im 11. Jahrhundert: der Beitrag der Siegel, in: Les réseaux familiaux. 
Antiquité Tardive et Moyen Âge in memoriam A. Laiou et É. Patlagean, ed. Béatrice Caseau (Centre de recherche d’his-
toire et civilisation de Byzance. Monographies��á�����������������á��������������Ý����]�������=�;=
�����]�����������������
��;�����������`�����+����+������������������
�����'�$������ which was found in Constantinople,���]��]�������������;������
with his homonym magistros and anagrapheus mentioned on a seal published by SCHLUMBERGER, Sigillographie 717, no. 5 
(11th–12th�+�����]��������`�����������]���]�
������
�������
à�}}�������
������������à���������`�`
�������������`����Ý��������
���~�]����õ=]�+�������+��������WASSILIOU-SEIBT, Familie, nos. 1, 10, 11, 17 and 17a) and the droungarios of the vigla Konstan-
tinos (ibidem, no. 10).

 91 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=������������� (11th c.). 
 92 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=�������������13 (11th c.); WASSILIOU – SEIBT���������}����������������Ý����;�����������]�;��~��=��

editions (late 1060s–1090). Cf. PBW, Nikolaos 20106 (Boulloterion 306). See also n. 96. For other members of the Anzas 
��`����Ý���Ý����õ=]�+�������+��������STAVRAKOS, Bleisiegel, nos. 15–16; WASSILIOU – SEIBT���������}������������43, 67; V. BUL-
GAKOVA, Byzantinische Bleisiegel in Osteuropa. Die Funde auf dem Territorium Altrusslands (Mainzer Veröffentlichungen 
zur Byzantinistik 6). ����
�]�������� 1.2.6. 

 93� �=������+����`��=`����������'������SEIBT, Skleroi, no. ���]�Ý����������������������=�+�������`������
 �� NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=���� no. ����8. (11th c.). '����������������������
��=��������������� This person was pre-

viously patrikios, hypatos and krites of Drougoubiteia (1050–1070). See JORDANOV, '��;=����������211 (1050s–1060s), who 
+����+����;�����]��=�����������;����������������������krites of Thrace and Macedonia ����+��������������}���������+����� than 
the previous one.

 95 à�=���;�+�`���<����������`�����%��`���}��+����+�����ù���������������������áú���]��������`���;��~�����=�}������+��-
lection). See SCHLUMBERGER, Sigillographie 162, no. 1; W. SEIBT, Byzantinische Bleisiegel in Österreich, 1. Teil: Kaiserhof 
(Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften. Veröffentlichungen der Kommission für Byzantinistik �������$��������á��������
n. 3; S. ŠANDROVSKAJA������}����������<����=���~��$�	������~���
����õ���������������}�~����~�����������Moscow 1977, no. 703 

��SBS���ù����ú�������JORDANOV��'��;=�������������������]�IDEM��'��;=��������������
������=���������������th c.). Cf. KYRIAKIDES, 
²VL¡¢Á£�����������!��������������
��=������������������]�!��������������
��=����������������

 96 SCHLUMBERGER, Sigillographie 162, no. 2, published a seal of �¥µÁL¬V¦, ¸ºY¥>§¢V¦, µ¢¥§Ì¦ ³[LV?, H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦ 
��]��]������]������;������Ý����&�������
������������=��+�����}=�������KYRIAKIDES����������������=�����������SEIBT���������}���� 
235, n. 3, who notes that it is not certain that Nikolaos is the same person as Nikolaos Zonaras. ���SCHLUMBERGER’s reading is 
correct, then the owner of the seal might well be the same person with Nikolaos Anzas (no. 32) of our catalogue, who held 
������`����������]����+����
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�á�� ¾Ã£>§¬£§�£V¦��µL¶¢Á¦��Å¢Ã§VÅ¢Á¡°¢V¦�µ¬Î�µ¢¥§Ì¦�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
������=�������������
11th c.)97.

���� �¥µ«L¬V¦� Ø¡¢¸�£§V?LV¦�� £Ã³¡LÂ>>¥¸V¦� µ¬Î� Å¢¬±§Ã¢� H¢�µ¶¦� µ¬Î� Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦� 
������ �����
1100)98.

���� #Ãº££¶¦� �¬¢Ã£Â§¶¦�� >¡³¬>§Á¦�� Å¢¬Â§Ã¢� µ¬Î� Ð£¬Y¢¬­¡.¦� H¢�µ¶¦�� Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦�� ²VL¡¢VÄ��
�§¢?¸Á£V¦�µ¬Î�H¡>>¬LV£Âµ¶¦�
�����99.

���� ¹£°¢Á£¥µV¦� �µL¶¢Á¦�� >¡³¬>§Á¦�� Å¢¬Â§Ã¢�� LVY¬¢¥¬>§[¦�� Ç ¥>Ã§Ì¦� µ¬Î� Ð£¬Y¢¬­¡�¦�� µ¢¥§Ì¦�
H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦� 
��������th c.)100 
�� §Ì£� §®¦�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�°¥ÆÅÃ£�Ð¢ªÌ£��
(July �����101.

���� !���µ¢¥§Ì¦�Ø¬µ¡°Á£Ã£�
��th c.)102.

���� ¯¡�¢Y¥V¦��¡¢³LÂ¬¦��Å¢¬Â§Ã¢�H¢�µ¶¦�µ¬Î�Ø¬µ¡°V£±¬¦�
�������+��]�����]����������th c.)103.

 97 ¾. Ø. KONSTANTOPOULOS, ²?�¬£§¥¬µ¨ ¸VL?³°Á³V?LL¬: �?LLVYÌ ¹£¬>§¬>ÂV? ¾. À. �§¬¸V¼L¶. Athens 1930, no. 73; SEIBT, 
Skleroi 91, no. 21d. Cf. KYRIAKIDES, ²VL¡¢Á£������SBS���
����������������������������������
��=�����������������SEIBT, 
�]�����	���=�}���=�+�����������á�
������=���������������th c.).

 98 WASSILIOU – SEIBT���������}���������������;�������������Ý��������;��~��=���]���������]�����+���������!��������
Å¢Ã§VÅ¢Á¡°¢V¦ 
§®¦ >?YµL[§V? µ¬Î °¢V?YYº¢¥V¦ §®¦ ³ÂYL¬¦�ù+��+������–����ú��Å¢Ã§VÅ¢Á¡°¢V¦ µ¬Î ÙÅ¬¢ªV¦�ù����������ú��£Ã³¡LLÂ>¥¸V¦ µ¬Î 
Å¢¬Â§Ã¢ H¢�µ¶¦ µ¬Î Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦�ù��]����������th�+�ú, £Ã³¡LLÂ>¥¸V¦ µ¬Î ÙÅ¬¢ªV¦�ù��]����������th–beginning of the 12th�+�ú

 99� ���� ;��+��]��}�� ��� ���� ����]� ��� à�
�=���� ����� `������� �� ]�+=`���� ��� #Ãº££¶¦ �¬¢Ã£Â§¶¦, >¡³¬>§Á¦, Å¢¬Â§Ã¢ µ¬Î 
Ð£¬Y¢¬­¡.¦ H¢�µ¶¦, Ø¬µ¡°V£Â¬¦, ²VL¡¢VÄ, �§¢?¸Á£V¦ µ¬Î H¡>>¬LV£Âµ¶¦. See A. PAPADOUPOULOS–KERAMEUS, ¹£ºL¡µ§¬ 
P¡¢V>VL?¸¥§¥µ®¦ �§¬ª?VLVYÂ¬¦���$������������
=�}����á������������á�����Cf. DÖLGER – WIRTH, Regesten, no. 1217. – V. GRU-
MEL, Les regestes des actes du Patriarcat de Constantinople, ����
���������������������á�
��+��]���~���]��]������
��J. DAR-
ROUZÉS, Paris 1989), no. 1055. Cf. KYRIAKIDES, ²VL¡¢Á£ 331; ZAKYTHENOS, Ø¡LÆ§¬¥ 52–53; GREGORIOU-IOANNIDOU, À¬¢¬µ¸[ 
78–79, n. 273, who correctly points out that the above testimony does not mean that Macedonia and Thrace were united for a 
short period of time with Boleron, Strymon and Thessaloniki����]����������]�+=`����`����;��
�
�������+������������ �̂+������
����Ý��]�������������+������]��]`���������~��=������������]���������;��������~��Ý�����LEMERLE, Macédoine 167–168. Cf. KY-
RIAZOPOULOS, H¢ºµ¶ 198. For other members of the family who also held judicial positions see WASSILIOU – SEIBT, Bleisiegel 
�� 256; ���]���~��'��;=����������á����;�����–����

 100 CHEYNET – THEODORIDIS, Collection D. Theodoridis, no. 192 (11th���th c.).
 101 Actes de Lavra no. 56 (ed. P. LEMERLE – A. GUILLOU – N. SVORONOS, with the collaboration of Denise PAPACHRYSSANTHOU,���

ù�������}�����������ú ùArchives de l’Athos Vú. Paris 1970, 292, 6,10 and 296 ùcopy of the original A by Theodoretosú�. Cf. 
SEIBT, Skleroi, no. 23. 

 102 NESBITT – OIKONOMIDES��'�����}=����������
��th���th); WASSILIOU-SEIBT��'��;=��������
 103 JORDANOV��'��;=�� ��������Ý���`�����������=�;=
�����]������ ���`� ����&�+���+����+����� ����������������]�]����� ��� ��� �����

11th c. A.-K. WASSILIOU-SEIBT, Der Familienname Serblias und seine Träger in Byzanz. Eine sigillographisch-prosopo graphische 
Studie. SBS 11 (2011) 35–���������á��Ý�����;=
������������������]�]�������������}����}��;��+�+�������������������������+��]�����]�
of the 13th�+���+����]����}����
��������������=�}�����;���������~������������
�������`��������Ý���++�;�������]����}����������
�����
was not a judge of Thrace and Macedonia, like those previously mentioned in our catalogue. According to Wassiliou-Seibt, to 
whVm���Ý�=�]����������*;�����`���;�+�������������������]��+=������Ý����]�����
�����;�����`�]�����]=����������;��~��+������]�
military governor in the region that comprised modern (Greek) Eastern Macedonia, modern Western Thrace including the 
Rodope mountains, part of Eastern Thrace with Adrianople and its environs, and the region below the upper Maritza (Evros), 
which formed the frontier between Nicaea and Bulgaria just before 1261 (SOUSTAL, Thrakien 108), probably like George 
Acropolites 66 (ed. A. HEISENBERG, Georgii Acropolitae Opera, ������;	�}�����, 139, 2���), who as praitor (1256–1257) su-
;��~���]�����`��������}�~�����������������������������;����$���������]�#�
���������+������
���*+�=]�]����Ý�~������������
�����
was the last judge of Macedonia and Thrace.������`�`
��������������
�������`����Ý�����;;�����]����õ=]�+�������+�������� 
WASSILIOU-SEIBT, Serblias, no. 2, 7a–d, 8, 9, 10, 20, 23. Cf. GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, �ÅV£V¸[ °¥µ¬¥V>¼£¶¦, n. 656 (p. 152–153); 
JORDANOV��'��;=��������������CHEYNET – THEODORIDIS, Collection D. Theodoridis, no. 187.


